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the four Western provinces an increase of population from 1,720,601 
to 2,480,664 or 44-2 per cent, while the five Eastern provinces in
creased from 5,471,023 to 6,295,189, an increase of 824,166 persons, 
which, though absolutely larger than the figure for the West, con
stitutes an increase of only 15 per cent over the 1911 population. The 
same conclusion may be deduced from Table 3, which shows that 
while in 1871 only 2-96 per cent and in 1881 only 3-88 per cent of the 
population of the country dwelt west of the Lake of the Woods, the 
percentage in 1891 was 7-24, in 1901, 12-02, in 1911, 24-09 and in 
1921, 28-37 per cent. On the other hand, the three easternmost 
Maritime provinces, which in 1871 contained 20-80 per cent of the 
population of the Dominion, had in 1881, 20-14 per cent, in 1891, 
18-22 per cent, in 1901, 16 -64 per cent, in 1911, 13-01 per cent, and in 
1921 only 11-38 per cent of the population. Ontario and Quebec— 
the old pre-Confederation Province of Canada—still remain the 
chief centre of population, their population being in 1921 60-25 per 
cent of the total as compared with 76-24 per cent in 1871, 75-98 per 
cent in 1881, 74-54 per cent in 1891, 71 • 34 per cent in 1901, and 62 • 90 
per cent in 1911. In other words, the net result of the half century 
has been that in 1921 only three-fifths of the population of the Dom
inion lived in these provinces as compared with more than three-
fourths in 1871. 

The absolute and percentage increases of population by provinces 
and territories are shown for the last decade in Table 4, which shows 
that Alberta and Saskatchewan increased proportionately most 
rapidly during the period, followed by British Columbia and Manitoba. 
Ontario and Quebec showed a fair percentage of increase and the Mari-
times a small one, while Prince Edward Island—an almost purely 
agricultural province—and the Yukon—a mining camp—showed a 
decline in population. Absolute increases since 1871 are shown by 
decades in Table 5, and percentage increases since 1871 by decades 
in Table 6. 

2.—Population of Canada by Provinces and Territories in the Census years 1871 to 1921. 
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Total 3,689,257 4,324,810 4,833,239 5,371,315 7,206,843 8,788,483 3,689,257 4,324,810 4,833,239 5,371,315 7,206,843 8,788,483 

1 The population of the Prairie Provinces, according to the quinquennial census of 1916, is given on 
page 113. » As corrected aa a result of the Extension of Boundaries Act, 1912. »As corrected by transfer 
of population of Fort Smith (368) to Northwest Territories. * The decrease shown in the population of 
the Northwest Territories after 1891 is due to the separation therefrom of vast areas to form Alberta, 
Saskatchewan and the Yukon Territory, and to extend the boundaries of Quebec, Ontario and Manitoba. 
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